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PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT ON THE FUTURE OF -OROCCO

"Why docs Morocco, inhnbited by Moroccans, belong to France?
. JAnything rust be better, then to live under French colcn-
ial rule., Should a land belong to France? By what logic
and by what custom and by what historical rule?"

"When we've won the war, I whill work with &11 my might and
main to see to it that the United States 1s not wheedled
into the position of accepting any plan that will further
France's imparialistic ambitions...."

From AS HE SAW IT, By Elliott Roosevelt
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce), 1946
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A FISTORIC LITITR

TO THI i PTROR CE I CR

-

Tchammed Ben Abdellan

heea s

_iajosty Sidi

City of Now York, December 1, 1789

Grezt and Magnanimous Friend: Since the date of the letter
which the late Congress, by their »resident, addressed to your
Inperial Majesty, the United States of America have thought prop-
er to change their government and to institute a new oney agree-
able to the Constitution, of which I have the honor of , hera~
with, enclosing a copy. The time necessarily employed in the
arduous task, and the derangements octasioned by so great, thovgn
peaceable a revolution, will apologize, and account for ycur
Majesty's not heving roceived thoseregular advices and marxs (f
attention from the United Stztes which the friendship and mag-
nanimity of your conduct toward them afforded reason to €X~ .
pect.

The Unlted States, having unanimously appointed me to the
supreme exccutive authority in this Nation, your Majesty's
letter of the 17th August, 1788, which by reascn of the dis-
solution of the late government, remoined unanswercd, has Dbsen
deliverad to me. I have also received the letters which vour
Imserlal Majestv has been so ¥ind as to write, in favor of the

‘ted Btates, to the Bashaws of Tunis and Tripoil, and 1 pue-

32 to you the sincere acknowledgenents and thanks of th
el States for this important mark of your friendship Tor U

We greatly regret that the “ostile disposition of thos?
regencies towerd this nation, who have never injured them, 1
not to bhe removed, on terms in cur power to comply with. Winli-
in our territories there are no mines, either of gold or siiver,
aad this voung nation, just recovering from the waste and deso-
la%icn of a long wer, have not, as yet, had time to acguire
riches by asriculture and comrerce. But our soil is bountiful,
and ocur neonle industrious, and we have reason to flatter our-
selves thet we shall gradually lLecome useful to our friends.

The encouragement which your Mejesty has been pleased,
generously, to give to our Commerce with your dominionsj the
punctuelity with which you have coused the Treaty with us to be
opierved; and the just and generous measures teken in the case
of Captain Proctor, make a deep impression on the United States
and confirm their resvnsct for, and attachment to your Imperial
Majesty.

It gives me nleasure to have this opportunity of assuvring

your Majesty that, while I remein at the head of this nation,

T shell not ccase to sro-ote svery meesure that may condrece ©e
the friendshin and hermeny which so happily subsist between
your Tmpirs and them, and shall estesr myself hapoy in every
oocesion of convincing vour Hajesty of the high sense (vwhica ip
comron with the wholie Nation) I entertain of the magnaninity,
wisdem and bhenevolsnce of your Majesty. In the c '
ayoreaching winter, the national legisl vhiel
by the former name of Congress, will asces
care that nothing be cmitted that wmay be
corresoondence hetween our countrics to he mal
ducted in a mannzr agrecable o your Malesty a
faction te all the parties concsrn in it,

Yay the Almighty bless your I
and magnanimous fricnd, with his ¢
tection.

vajesty, our great

guidenien end pro-

AMeT
':‘t -
“Ib

7

(signed) George Washington.
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The Moroccan (uestion, the U.S.A., France and the Upitea Nat.cus

La Vigie, the lesding French newsnaper in Morocco writes
- on October 29th: "Iif France does not obtain absolnte guaran-
tees' {from the U,S.; "that the United Netions Assembly will
be consideraed inconmpetent to deal with the Moroccan problem,
Frence should send back her delegates by the Tirst availatble
airplane., Our represenietives should announce with all due
solemnity that we shall accent no Amerlcan resolution recom=-
mending to come to an agreement with Worocco."

Now York Times (November 6): "The United States, after
siding in tne past with French efforts to keep the U.N. from
discussing Arsb attseks on French agsinistration” {in Morocao),
"yoted a few days ago not only to put the guestion on the As-
sembly's agenda, but $o give it a hLigh priority. However, Sec~
retary of State Ache#pn hes laid doyw & middle~of-the road poi-
icy on the merits of the question. W{ll General Iisenhowser,
as the former NATO militery commander, continue this policy or
will he favor a polidy more acceptablé to the Arabs and to those
of South Asia who support them?!

According to the wegazine "U.S, News & World Report!,
Premior Pinay plans to visit Washington and have telks with
General “isenhowor....Will his mission succeed? the Magazine
asks, and instantly rovn’ies: As for ald, yes. On Morocco, he
willl receive a short and straight talk. FEisenhower 1s inter-
ested to keev the people of North Africa friendly. America
hes air bases there most vital to the strategic leadership of
the free world,..Bisenhower has time after time said that he
stands for the self-determination of peoples. He knows North
Bfrica well,

Le londe (Paris, November 3): "HMany leading Americans be-
lieve that Paris is at precent employing a method of blacknaill.
This word has been used by the Weshington correspondent cf the
great New York daily, Herald Tribung......

The U,S.A. rofuse porsistently to alter their attitude in
rcspect of the North African questions...Basing himself on ire
ternational law, and supported by Mr, Adrian Fisher, his loagel
#dviser, Mr. Acheson is saild to have expressed his conviction
thet the U.N. Assembly 1s competent to deal with the Moroccan
problem.,..The Secretary of State considers the French-protcct-
ed Morocco as a foreign country in relation to France."

The Daily Star, {New York, November 4): '"Will America back
the independence dreams of the dependent peoples of Asia and
Africa®.....The Americans can never forget that their western
defensc alliance is built upon close partnership with France
and Britain. But they do not want to have to underwrite just
any kind of continued colonial control---against the mounting
clamor for self-rule. Their hope is to use the U.N. discussions
to seek paths in which French and Arabs can walk together tTo-
ward a mutuel agreeable solution. [Tverybody agrees that this
is a lofty ambition. To carry it off will be one of the neat-
est tricks in the history of the United Nations.

Statement by Mr, Dcan Acheson.

We give extracts from an important specch delivered by tle
Sceretary of State on Cctober 21, 1952, on the occasion of a
"Backzround Conference for NMon-Governmental Organigations', held
at the Headguarters of the United Nations. :

"Wou will see this ncew ferment reflected on our agenda In
this meeting of the General Asscmbly in...the Moroccan mat*cr.
But quite apart from what is on the agenda, it will be rellect-
ed in our mecetings ‘by things which are not on the agenda, 'Tlere
you will find the echos of the precsent d evelopments in Egyph,
in Iran, in the rather vigorous ferment which is going on in

India, in Southeast Asiz, and in Indonesia.

"his is one of the profound movements of our time. It is
a movement which is connected in discussions which I have had
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with many of my Turopean friends. I have told them over ¢
over agaln that they must never lose sight of the fact thes
the whole Arab world, indeod the Arab-Asian world, is like a
great drum, and if you touch it at any point it will rever-
berate throughout., Thet is why metters such as the Tunisian
or Moroccan question ave active, e2xciting idcas in Indonesia.
It will echo throughout thz cntirs Moslem and Arab world.

"It is not enough to say that we are historically for the
independence, liberation, self-govermment of all peoples who
desire that, and that's the end of the matter.

"That is not the situation, becausc in dealing with these
situations, you are dealing not only with thc particular prob-
lem as to whether this peonle or thet people are in a position
to conduct their own affairs, but you are dealing with the cf~
fect of that upon them, upon the administering powcr, upon the
whole balange in the western world, in the light of theemergence
of this great Ilmminent daily Sov1e% threat.

"The only people who are povuler in these affairs are those
who come out complctely, wholehecartedly for one side or the oth-
er., If you take the view that the administering powers are com~
pletely, ebsolutely right, you will be popular with the Britidch
French, Dutch and Belgians and others. If you take the idea
that 1very peonle, no matter who it is, vhen, et what time,must
alweys be froo, then you will be popular with the LArabs. How-
ever, you will bec, in my judgnment, wholly unconstructive in deal-
ing with these problems.

"Therefore, we are due to be in a position where we are
bound to be disliked by both sides. That, I think, is a posi=-
tion which some of us arc familiar with. It doesn't present
any terrors to me and I think perhasps it is a fairly good way
of judging your position.

"Those who arc holding beck must go fastec, and those who
are trying to rush far ahecad must moder~te their pace. But we
know where we are g oing, why we arc going there. We are at-
tempting to bring about a fulfillment, a genuine fulfillment
of the aspirations of these neoples for sclf-government in a
world in which very grave dangers exist throughout.

"Now, if we do that, I think that that will be our great-
est contribution and T think it will be the greatest contribu=-
tion of the United Nations. What the Unitoed Nations can do
is to bring people to a state of reason, bring the pressure of
oninion to bezr in a quiet way. If it is done very modecrately,
very carefully, then the United Nations can perhaps produce a
situation which it produced in Indonesia. That was not the
complete answer. Indonesia is in verv considerable trouble at
this monment. There arc difficulties going on in Jakarta. But
it is further along than it would have been if there hed beon,
continued friction and fighting and arguments between the DJTRh
and the Indonesians.”

Is _the General Assembly of the U.N. competent to deal w*th
Morocco? (From The iiorocecan "uzstion and tihe U ollay

"The French Governmecnt has announced that it considers the
lioroccan question to be a matter of French domestic jurisdiction.
Thus, it is argued that in accordence with Article 2 Parag-arh 7
of the Unitcd Nations Charter, the matter falls outside the com-
petence of the United Nations,

"Is there any juridical basis for the French claim?
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“The French cieim is certainly not based on the argunent
that Morocco is part of Francc or thet Morocco is rench na-
tional territory over which France oxerclses sovereignty, as
over a colony. The sovercign character of the Moroccan State
has boen affirmed by thy et of Algeciras of 1906 and the Pro=-
tectorate Treaty of 1912. At no time has France claimeq de
jurc sovereignty over Morocco, although it is most certainly
true that France has excrcised and still exercisecs de facto
rule over the country. It has been re-affirmed in the recent
Judgment of the Intornational Court of Justice in the Case
Concerning Rights of Nationals of the United States of America
in Morocco (August 27, 1952), the Court noted that: 'It 1s not
disputed by the French Government that Morocco, even under the
Protectorate, has rcteined its personality as a State in inter-
national law." Furthermore, the Intcrnational Court of Justice
ruled itscelf that 'under this Treaty (of Fez) Morocco remained
a sovereign Statc.' Surcly, this removes any shadow of doubt
concerning Morocco's sovereigntye

"Then, on what grounds does France claim domestic juris-
diction? Since Morocco is by France's own admission a sover-
eign State 1t would hardly scem reasonable for the French Gov-
ernment to claim as a mattoer of domestic jurisdiction a dispute
betwoen itself and Morocco. Nowhere in international law can
one find a principle or practice affirming the right of one
sovereign State to claim as domestic jurisdiction a dispute it
is having with another sovereign State. .

"It might be argued that when a State entors into a Pro-
tectorate arrangement, it becomes partly subject to the legal
order of another Stato and is no longer exclusively subject to
the international lcgal order. As a result it loses that in-
dependence which is an cssential eloment of a2 state in the scnse
of international law. This linc of argument cannot be substan-
tiated. It is bescd on an erroncous premise, to wit: that
therce is a generel uniform character to all protectorates. _In
1923, the Permancnt Court of International Justice in an opinion
concerning nationality decrees in Morocco, stated: 'In spite of
common fecatures possessed by Protectorates under international
law, they have individual legal characteristics resulting from
the special conditions under which they were created, and the
stage of their development....:

'The Permanent Court of Internatiohal Justice, after making
this statement, rcjected the contention of the French Government
that the 'public powers (puissances publigues) exercised by the
protccting State, taken in conjunction with the local sovereign-
ty of the protected State, constitute full sovereignty equivalent
to that upon which intcrnational relations are based.' Accord-
ingly thc court ruled that although matters of nationality are
usually within the domestic jurisdiction of a sovereign State,
in this case France could not claim domestic judsdiction since
in view of the intcrnational treatics regulating the Protect~
orate of Morocco, nationality in Morocco was not a matter of
French domestic jurisdiction.

"The Franco-Moroccan dispute is an international dispute
becausc it has its basis in international treaties. Franco-
Moroccan rclations are inter—state rcintions eand thus any dis-
putec arising as a result or in the coursc of thesce relatioms
18 a bonafide international dispute, It is incumbent upon the
United Nations Gencral Assombly to consider the question, for
not only does the Franco-Moroccan situation cry out for the de~
velopment of friendly rclations based upon the principle of c=-
gual rights and self-determinetion of pcoples. 1t poses a very
rcal potential threat to the peace and scecurity of the region.

"As a signatery to the United Nations Charter, France has
assumed certain responsibilitics with regard to Morocco. These
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arc stated in Chapter XI of the Choavter and in articles 55 and
56, Specifically Chapter X1 endcws Frenes with the rosponsibil-
ity of cmsuring. with duc rospect for the culture of the Moroc-
can people, thoir political, cconovic, sucial, and educational
advancement, their just trostmont, and thoir protection against
abuscs. Furthermorce, France is chnrgod with the responsibility
of develoning sclf-government, taking due account of the polit-
ical aspirvetions of the peoplos, and assisting them in the pro-
gressive development of their free political institutions. The
discriminatory practiccs of the Protectorate regime; the cur-
tailment of freedom of movement for Moroccans within their own
covntry; the disrcspect for property rights of the native popu-
igtlons the use of forced la*or; the denial of the basic rights
of frccdom of association, assembly, speech and press -- all
thzse practices bring French rulc into conflict with the pledge
centained in Articles 55 and 56 to take action in promoting
respect for, and-observance of . human rights and fundemental
frecdoms for all,® '
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o red Front in France?

co.

While French official propagenda is making cvery cffori to
convinee the world thet Fronee is united in her opposition ic
America's HMoroccan policy and to 2 debate on that question in
the U.N. Assembly, in actual fact meny of the leading French news-
papers do not take that viow, realizing that French obscurantism
and intrensigeance are fer more harmful to French intercsts than
would be a realistic rccognition of facts.

France-Soir (October 25): "Does the decision of the U.N. to
put the Morocecan question on the agenda, however unfavorable to
France, justify the consternation of French diplomats? Is not the
U.N. Assembly a democratic forum whosc rule of majority decisions
should be accepted by all?....Should not France accept the chal-
lenge and show that, while safeguarding her own intercsts, she is
capable of satisfying Moroccan derznds, so long as these are reas-—
onable and democratic?"

Franc-Tireur (October 24): MAt the Quai d'Orsav everyone
pretends to be amezed at the American decision to vote in faver
of discussing the Moroccan problem at the U.N. Assembly. HEvery-
one is azlarmed bv the 'dirtv trick' of some of our allics and
their 'surprising' attitude. In actual fact, what is smazing is
this curious emazerent. Had not the Americans done their utmost
to make us realize what their attitule would be? As a result of
our noblc indignation, we now advocate a rupturs within the unity
of tne western democracies, Under these circumstences, it is our
'mest moderate friends! who will be amazed that we should have
dor.c nothing, except pitiful manoeuvering, and that fnr the last
twe yeers we have been turning our back on the Sultan of Morocco.
OUry stupor and our passivity will bring in a crop of far greater
surroises, and, once again, we shall cxpress our amazoment,'

Informetion (October 25): "We must not forget thet there is
no means of foreseecing what might heppen in a forum such as the
U.N. IDven if the complaints of the countries accusing France
should find no satisfaction, they can be voiced again tomoricwy
ir. six months or in a yeor's time, Does anyone really telieve
that a France whose armed might id integrated with that of other
powers, can maintein unaided her sovereignty in Nnrth Africat!

And in Great Britain?

French propaganda goes out of its way to assure the Americans
that British public opinion suvnorts unanimously the French point
of view. This doctrinec is as fallacious as is that of a united
front in France, We reprint below a short resumé of an article
which appeared on Octobor 31 in The Sconomist, Wngland's lceding
political and economical Wecklys ’

"There are only two solutions to the North African dilemma,
One hes been advocated by Mershel Juin: to proclaim that the sccur=-
ity of WATC demands that sufficient troops be stationed in North
Afrire, and thnt the corpleints of the nationalists be disregarded
betu leocally and in the U.LN. Assermbly.

"The second solution is to remind the French colonists that
France is bound to irplemont her promises, and, thus, that Moroc=-
can autonomy is inovitable..,.Half-measures? such as clinging *o
colonial privileges, are harmful not only to Francc herselif bt
equally to NATO. For they compcl the Moroccan netionalisie £A
seek the Tast in opposition to the West. The aim of France ana of
the Atlantic powers should be to b:stow upon liorocco the dignirty
of an African personality, and to enrol it as an active ally.,”’
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News from Moroceco

FRENCH JUSTICE

We quote from an articls by ', Picrre P<rent former French
Deputy and President of Franch Zx-Scrvicenment in Morocco, who
has lived in th-t country for over 30 years and who is the out-
standing French authority on its

At the goneral meeting of Irench jurists, held at Casa=
blanca in 1950 Attorney Bonnet said, 'No law-courts, no judges.
Rights of defense non-existent. Individual liberty--nought.'!

And Attorney Neigel said, 'The outstanding featurc of the pres-
ent French) rugime is a cowol te conteorpt for individual llhcrtyo
The Moroccan citizen can be 1mpr¢soned at anybody s pleasure.

Apart from the liberty of the press which lorocce has been gran+~
ed after ten years of a censorshin that was as ficrce as it was
stupid, the Moroccans enjoy no libertics of eny kind, zxcept

that of finding themselves imprisoned ‘at anvbody‘s pleasure.’

"A1l this is simply repugnent. But it is not enough to
recognize the existence of such conditions. It is impcrative to
fight thew, so that thoy may disappoar.

"What must peonle he thinking of Freanco after finding that
" for so many Frenchmen in Morocco lving and hypocrisy ere the most
common methodi” '
(Al-Istiqlal, November 1)

4 Letter from Moroccan Lehor Repraosentatives

-9

The following letter hes beon sent to &)l the menbers of the
U.N. lsgembly ia Vew Yorks

"We have the honor. to enclosc a lrief report cn the p"tijT
conditions «f tho Morccean 1z bo“ars.

"’“hm Moroccan trade wunion movement which has to fight aganst
cnormous difficultics would be gre atly obliged to weu 1f =rov could
poesibly contribute towards the,inprovencent of the ag nr17lnL CoNe-
Gitions to whici the Moroccan lﬁborﬂr is condemned. You could ae

» chieve this aim by supporting the Moroccan cleims In *he ¢omeral
Assembly of the United Nations, claims, that is, whose aim is to
liberate the Moroccan pconle from the heli into which colaiiialism
has cast them, '

This letter was accompanied by a long list of 6Ifensas com-—

mitted by the French authoritics against Moroccan trade unfonists
and laborers,

TOUALITY OF WAGES

In a spoech deliverad recently in the Fourth Committee of
the U.N., Anbasscdor Pignon, thce French dclegate declered solaun-
ly that there existed no discrininstion in the payment of wagss
to French and Moroccen laborers.

We give below a typilcal cxample of salaries rcccived by
Moroccen and French workers of identical qualifications,
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Morogean French
Slillcd Scaman Skilled Scaman
Monthly Pay 12 7C0 faoanes 22,000 francs
Subsistence Allowanca 31C franes c40 francs
Paid Loegva One day per month  Two days per month
Sick Leave Non-czistent Granted

In most other trades the difference between wages paid to
Mrroczon wovkmen or the one band, el Furopean on the othoer, is
even 2roeter.,

WAVE_OF IMPRISOMMILTS
At the very moment when French representatives in the U.N,
Asscembly affirm thot the Moroccans enjoy complcete frecedom, Moroc-
co suffers from a now wave of imprisonments without logal war-
rant or trial. This time it is Khenitfra, the cafltal or the Mid-
dle Atlas, heart of vhe Berber country. For many years tho
French administration tricd 1o make the worid beliesve that the-
Berbers sided with the French and wers cpposed to independences
Tet it is preeisely in the predoninantly Berber Khenifra that
in recent days dozens of rospccted Berber ¢itizens have been
thrown into prison, without being teld the nature of their of=-
fense. Among the imprisoncd are Mustafa Nehoussa, grandson of
the national hero Mouha ou Hamou, and another member of this
lecading Berber family.

Some of the minor victims are known to have committed the
"erime" of selling the nationalist newspaper Al-Alam, which ap-
pears legally and has sanction of the French authorities.

Since the above was written, we rceeived news of further
imprisonments in thoe Agadir rcgion in the South. During a visit
of thc French Governor Geacral, the asscmbled Berbers shouted
"Long live the Sultans long live an independent Morocco!" Thirty
of them wore scent to jail wi thout trial.

(Readers interested in this latest ox-
aniple of Morocecan freedom, can obbtain
from us a complete list of the impris-
oncd perscons).

FRLINOM OF THE PRESS

New Iovk Times (November 8): "The French have banned the
Arabic daily, Al-Alam, in the region of Marrakesh. The reported
ban was protcsted in a telegram sent to Sceretary General Trygve
Lic by Ahmed Balafrcj, Sccretary General of the Independence
Party of Morocco (Istiglal), who is now in New York.'

The Editor of Al--Alam hes scnt a protest to all the dele~
gations at the UM, A wbly and to the French Governor General,
In his rrotest he mentioned the casc of a ncewsboy selling Al-
Llam-who was whipped by the authoritics until he lost conscious-

LGSS,

At Brouj, in the roegion of Casablanca, two schoolboys have
been arrested for rcading Al-Alam. Both wore sentenced to one
month's imprisonment. After they had served thelr sentence, the
French school authorities rcfusced to re-admit them to their
school.
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"THE FRENCH RZGIME IN MOROCCO IS PASTD UPON_TRUTH!
(From a spcech by Geueral Guillaume,
Fronch Governor of Forocco)

Quite obviously in pursuance of General Guillaume's noble
doctrine, his own newspapor, the officially inspired La Vigie,
wrote on October 15:

"The French arc being criticized for the cxistence of 'bi-
donvilles! (tincan-towns), This criticism, howecver, no longer
cuts icce. By whatever name you call tincan-towns, they exist
in most big citics, and you find them in Washington as well as
in New York."

We do not claim to be acquainted with cvery slum of Wash-
ington or Now York. But we do know that cven the worst are liko
peradisc in comparison with tho Moroccan 'bidonvilles!'.

These tincan towns have sprung up only sinece the French oc-
cupicd Morocco in 1912. Like a contagious discasc they how smead
round cvery Moroccan city. The one at Casablanca harbors secveral
hundred thousand people---necedloss to add, all Moroccans., For
cven the poorest French laborer ncver lives in a 'bidonvilic!.

The tincan--towns arc built of discarded Amorican gasoline
cans, cardboard, the wood of packing cascs and old rags. There
is no light and no water in them, and thoy are innocent of even
the most primitive mcans of sanitation. They arc the breoeding
places of cvery imaginable disecase, and the paradise of the
tuberculosis bacillus. Even Fronch people admit that they are
an outrage and a disgrace to the French regime in Morocco.

The celenials in Morocco cvidently realize how bad thelr
case is if, to d:fend the moribund Protectorate,  ther have fo
stoop down to lihelling American municipaliitics.

WHQ TS RTISPONSIBLE FOR TH: RICENT WORSENING IN FRANGO-AMIRICAN

The great Marshal Juin

Whatever the viows of Fronch Promior Pinay or his Foreign
Sceratary Schuman on the lMoroccan dilecmma, France's Moroccan
policy is finally deecided by the French colonials with their
vested interests in Morocco. And since Marshal Juin, formoer
Governor General in Morocco, is still thelr chief spokosman,
it is Juin who has always been fighting the Moroccan national-
ists, who in 1951 thrcatencd to dcposc His Majesty, Mohammed V,
the legitimate sovercign of Morocco, and who has always belicved
in the language of bayoncts and machine guns rather than that
of rcason and conciliation. But the Moroccans are not the only
ones who suffer from Juin's blindness, megalomeania and verbosity.
On November 7, the New York Post published the following:

"Relations arc sharply straincd behind the scenes between
Gen. Ridgway and his commandcr of NATO ground forces in Central
Europe.

"The latter is Fronch Marshal Juin, a voluble profecssional
soldicr with a distinguished combat rccord that is offsct by a
penchant for putting his foot in his mouth almost every timce he
opens it.

"Genoral Eisenhower, when was commander of NATO, had trodie

with Juin on that score, and now Gen., Ridgway has reachcd the
blowing-up point.
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"He has, in cffoet, ordeored Juln to do no morc talking that
hasn't first bacn anproved. If Juin docs not like that curb, he
will have tec give up his HATC post.

"Ridgway's forcoful stend is bolng heartily supported by
Lord Ismay,

"Ismay, closc fricnd of Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
has heen privately complaining for a long time about Juin's lo=-
quacity. Ismay contends Juin is constontly sounding off about
touchy political problems that arc 'none of his business'',

Judgment by the International Court of Justice at Tho Haguc,
and its Avplication by the French Administration in Morocco.

In the last number of the "Morocecen Nows Bulletin" we pub=
lished thoe toxt of the official protest of the Americen Chamber
of Cormmerca ot Casablanca against France's refusal to "abide by
the Court's decision'. Todey we bring extracts from an article
written by Major W.R. Simonc, Prosident of the Amcrican Chamber
of Comrcrce in Horoceon, and published in Maroc Demain of Oct. 25,

“Tt is gencrally known thet the werdict of the Internation-
al Court of Justice sonctioncd the American thesis in the cccenone
ic sphure., The applicetion of the verdiet presented France wita
o rroviem of groet compliexity. So tho Kesidency Genoral al Rabat
initizted a scries of cemsultations, but exeluded from thiseo--
veivnirrily or involuntarily-- the Amorican Chamber of Commcree
a* Cascblonca., This omission is rogrettable, for the measures
teken by the French as a rosult of the Hague verdict form 2
firgeont offen-o against that very verdict. Nevertheless, the
Prcsident of the American Chamber of Commerce, in a genuine spirit
of conciliation, made the first stop, and informed the French
administration that its discriminator— mcasures wcere likely to
provoke strong disapproval in Washington.

In fact, a most important group of business companics in
the U.S5.A. have just decided to exert the strongest pressure
norsible on the Depertment of State. Importers and cxportors,
both in Morocco and the U.S.A., have decided to waste no more
tine in storile discussions, and to see to it that an interna-
tioral judgment that Francc as well as America had solomnly de-
clarcd to accept, bo implemented honestly.

"One can only regret the freguent statements made by those
rosvonsible for the nroscnt application of the Hague judgment.
. For these stotements certainly make no contribution towardsd an
iﬁprov?mcnt in the worsening relations retwecen France ané the
U 5.4, .

NOT 4 V.RY_PRATTY.STORY

Tris iz not the sort of story that one likes to repeat.
But 1t 3¢ important that the Arorican rurder shonld know it.

For othcrwise hoe will romoin ignorent of the methods zmrlored

Wy Fronch coloninlism., And gince the story first zppoaved in-

onc cf *the nost rogwacted newspapers in Paris, I nce (Jete10),
ho woalt be oble to dismiss it as nationalist proneg

&,

"By televhone, from our special correspondent Jean-Mare
heolleyre,
Aix-cn~Provence, Oct, 9.

"There arc four defendants: Benmadjou, Ali Sharcf, Mohammed

Youfsi and Ali Gouigah. They arc sccused of having illcegally
given crmployment to two farum-leborers, They deay the cherge in
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ziecd it at
v u- Appau

their fivst trie 1 in For* (
the Tollowing statomont

et Algicr. Onc of thom moke

"I was arrcstod on fugust “h, 1¢50. I was taken immediate-

1y to Police n\ﬁuﬁu““Lyr ’ TwhoTo I wes kopt in solitary confine-

went for ten daye. “r AI“U occasions the 'baignoirce! (bathtub)
was applicd to r‘ﬂ for twenty minutes, After T had
uvndressed, Two po]iuu ny wrists and feet, They then
put me into tho tun, r having roped me to a wooden bar, One
held me by the helir, and then turned ne round and round in
the water. The water was flanV, people having previously re-
licved thomselves in it. Bach time the 'baignoire' lasted until
I fainted.

o
,CS e
<

"Thoy also beat me up, both with their fists and their feet,

"T slept on the bare ground. Trlking or smoking was forbid-
den. ‘

iSore of us triecd to cscape from the ropoated torturcs. 1
saw one of my fyicnds jump from a first-floor window. -Ancther
cne met his death wnile Jumping from the train that took us to
Eliddall

411 the four accuscd repect & more or less identicel story.
Nona of thom was permitted to sce a lawyer before he appeared in
couri.

11y, President of the Court, gives a sign, and
“uot is brought in." (Mr. Claude Bourdet, editor
iy a leading political Weckly in Paris, is cne of
French publicists. @d.)

e, Bouvdcet 15 allowed to testify hecausc he heppened to

2 owrosont wnen thz cccused, all members of the Move=
ront for th iph of Domocratic L¢ber+1bsq vere being irizd,
Ee hrd vonorded severel ¢ irr stories of torture; hod inter-
rozuted nony victims and wany French and forcign JO”TD“;ltf

As a romult, no had ceme to the conclusion tnnu, unfor tun tel
the stoey of the four accused was true,

"I deliberatoly wrote an article,! Mr. Bourdot concluded
his evidence, 'to denounce these noethods, in the hope that the
Franch critices would prosccute me. This would have made a
pubiic - of the whole matter possiblc. Unfortunately, I
was rot h‘OCQP“t 2, 0

ISTIQLAL (INDZPINDENCE) PARTY OF MOROCCO, (Moroccan Office of
Information and Docuneantation). Dr. EL Mchdi Ben-Aboud (M.D,)
representative of the IndopcndODCﬂ Party of Mcrocco in the United
States of America, g so registored at the Department of Justice,
Wzshingtan, where copies cf this material arc being filed and
wihnie aig ﬂl“T“‘L](“ statunent 1s availia b¢o for inspaction.

Tnn ot of rogistretion does not Indicate approvali or disar
peuvel by the United States Government of thu coatents ol oS
pr»)',;ﬁ .4

Roaders of this Bulletin interested in the Mornccan
probler may obtain further materizl Trom the Morcccan
Declce atlol.
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